
 
 

Special Webinar Offer: The Power of Inclusive Spiritual Supports 
for People with I/DD 
 
Join The Arc on March 29 to explore the dimensions of a powerful but too frequently untapped source of community 
inclusion for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. For some, faith communities are not only a 
“natural support” organization, but also a pathway to more inclusive and productive lives in the wider community in 
which their gifts are recognized and contributions utilized. “From Rights to Relationships: The Power of Inclusive 
Spiritual Supports” will summarize the growing research in the area of spiritual supports and share best practices and 
strategies for assisting the faith community and services providers in providing for the spiritual needs and choices of 
people with I/DD. 
If one asks individuals with disabilities and their families to share their “church” or “faith” stories, the answer is rarely 
lukewarm. You might hear about the number of ways that their congregation has been a key source of support in their 
lives through any number of typical and sometimes untypical parts of the life of a faith community. On the other hand, 
you will hear stories of apathy, exclusion, or attitudinal and architectural barriers that essentially closed off that 
avenue to spiritual and community supports. 
For adults with disabilities, a third world enters this picture when they are supported by a provider 
agency, many of whom state that religious freedom and community participation are both part of 
their organizational mission and the rights of the people they support, but then do not know how to 
follow through on helping that choice and dream become a real option and opportunity. 
This webinar will feature Bill Gaventa and Erik Carter, two experts in the field who will explore three 
dimensions of spiritual supports: 

1.     What the research shows - Erik will summarize the growing research in the area of 
spiritual supports, and highlight arenas in which more research is needed. 

2.     Working with congregations of all major traditions on inclusive spiritual supports - Bill and Erik will share 
best practices, from their experience, in supporting clergy and congregations as they begin and move 
towards inclusive faith supports. 

3.     Learning to live our values - Bill Gaventa will outline ways for providers and advocates to honor and 
address spirituality and spiritual support through strategies and resources to assist service 
providers in supporting the needs and choices of the people they support. 

Register now to attend this informative session from your home computer!  
Once you register, you will be sent confirmation information with instructions on how to access the 
webinar.  Just dial in and log on! 
From Rights to Relationships: The Power of Inclusive Spiritual Supports 

Thursday, March 29 
2:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m. 
Registration Fees: 

 Public $40  
 Members of the Clergy $30  
 Chapters of The Arc $25 (please log in to the For Chapters section of www.thearc.org)  
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